
NC Matters
by Josh Cumpston, Administrator

Since this is my 
first article for the 
Advance, I want to 
take this oppor-
tunity to let you 
know who I am 

and what has brought me to NC.
I am now serving as the Admin-

istrator at Nebraska Christian and 
will soon be moving my family 
from our home in Hastings to Cen-
tral City. My short affiliation with 
the school, staff, and NC com-
munity has been a blessing. I have 
heard many examples of how God 
has used NC in the lives of students 
and parents alike. I look forward to 
seeing how God will use NC in the 
near future, and I hope to continue 
the work of assisting the family 
and church by providing a Christ-
centered education, equipping stu-
dents with a Biblical worldview, 
and encouraging a love relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If you are a current student or a 
parent of a student, then you most 
likely received the following infor-
mation in a previous letter from 
me, but I also wanted to introduce 
myself to all of you that receive the 
Advance:

A year and a half ago, God be-
gan working in my own heart and 
softening it to the idea of sending 
my children to Nebraska Christian. 
A statement in Voddie Baucham’s 
book “Family Driven Faith” about 
religion becoming compartmental-
ized in the lives and experiences 

nc advance
nebraska christian schools  —  building lives for eternity

summer 2011	 volume 41 • number 2

continued on pg. 2

In the fall of 1998, nine kinder-
garten students set foot on the Ne-
braska Christian campus. Nearly 
13 years later, seven of those stu-
dents—along with 19 others—
crossed the stage to receive their 
Nebraska Christian diplomas. The 
graduation ceremony provided 
an opportunity for the seniors to 
look ahead to their futures as each 
speaker challenged the class to 
press on through the good and bad 
times ahead.

In a unique address, Anna Faeh 
chose to pray for her classmates. 
She asked the Lord to help them 
truly live for Him and not get 
caught up in the trivialities of life. 
“Keep our eyes fixed on the eternal 
joy You’ve set before those who be-
lieve in You,” she concluded.

Nathan Ritta shared what God is 
teaching him regarding pride, say-
ing, “If I am dependent only on 
myself, I will inevitably fail.” He 
went on to challenge his classmates 

to grow up, live life to the fullest, 
and fully rely on Christ as they 
leave Nebraska Christian.

Class speaker Katrina Troester 
used the class’ eighth grade gradu-
ation verse, Philippians 3:14, as the 
anchor for her speech. She chal-
lenged her classmates to always 
remember that life is not about 
winning earthly prizes. “When our 
ultimate goal is to know Christ and 
to make sure that others know him 
as well, we are fulfilling our heaven-
ward call,” she said. 

Mr. Dan Woods, whom the se-
niors chose as commencement 
speaker, warned the class members 
that they are headed onto a slippery 
slope in the world, and he chal-
lenged them to stand firm on the 
truth. “We must stand firm and let 
Him win the battle,” Woods said.

As the 26 seniors left the stage 
as Nebraska Christian alumni, 
they set out toward their futures, 
“press[ing] on toward the goal.”

Graduates Look To the Future
Top Left: The nine graduates who began 
kindergarten together in 1998. Front (l-r): Casey 
Beck, Alycea Unruh, Michelle Toukan. Back: Scott Ritta, James Davis, 
Jordan McHargue, Nathan Ritta.

Top Right: Matthew Musgrave (right) receives 
his diploma from Board Chairman Mark 
McHargue (’85).

Above Left: Graduates Nathan Ritta (back 
left), Caleb Schulze (back right), and Anthony 
Epp (front) sing with the Master’s Musicians 
for the last time. 

Above Right: Class speaker Katrina Troester 
challenges her classmates and the audience 
to press on, pursuing Christ.

NC Registration Day  
is  

Monday, August 8  
9 - 11 a.m.  

and  
7 - 9 p.m.

One parent from each  
family must attend.
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centered education, equipping students 
with a biblical worldview and encourag-
ing a love relationship with the Lord 
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Calendar of Events*

AU G U S T 

 8	 Registration 
9:00-11:00 am, 7:00-9:00 pm

 8	 Football practice begins

15	 Volleyball & Cross Country 
practices begin

15	 International Orientation 
1:30 pm

16	 School begins, 8:00 am

27	 Golf marathon

S E P T E M B E R

16	 Midterm of 1st quarter

17	 Family Prayer Time

23-24	Homecoming Reunion  
for information, see pg. 10

23	 Homecoming Football 
vs. High Plains, 7:00 pm

O C T O B E R

14	 End of 1st Quarter

24	 Parent/Teacher  
Conferences, 2:00-8:00 pm

*For additional events, check our 
website, www.nebraskachristian.org

Tune in Saturday  
afternoons at 1:04 p.m. 
and Sunday mornings 

at 10:30 a.m. to hear 
Dan and Gordon on 

AM-750 KMMJ.

Dollars & Sense  
by Tom Dockweiler (’79), Business Manager

NCS Foundation 
by Jody Heuermann 
NCS Foundation Executive Director

Since the inception of the Nebras-
ka Christian Schools Foundation, 
we have been very grateful for the 
many endowment areas that have 
been started. This includes student 
scholarships, teacher salaries, gen-
eral fund, capital improvements, 
and athletic equipment fund.

Our foundation board continues 
to work closely with the Nebraska 
Christian School Board to deter-
mine new endowment area needs 
and to map out a vision of growth in 
areas of student recruitment, build-
ing curriculum and programming.

We are still enjoying some of the 
highest commodity prices we have 
seen in years. Won’t you consider 
what your part might be in making 
a gift to the foundation in the form 
of cattle, corn or other grains? Please 
feel free to contact me at 308-940-
0249. I would be most happy to 
meet with you at any time.

Please consider what your part 
might be in helping to “leave a 
legacy that builds lives for eternity.”

It has been a good 
summer. Actually 
as I write this we 
have a few weeks 
left before school 
begins, but it will 

be here before we know it. I already 
am requesting prayer that I will be 
able to obey Christ’s command that 
I not worry about tomorrow.

My new boss is in place, and 
you’re going to like him. Be sure to 
read his article in this edition of the 
NC Advance. The summer projects 
appear to be on schedule, and stu-
dent enrollment is steadily increas-
ing to near last year’s levels.

Between the last issue and this 
one, we sent out an end of the year 
appeal letter that caused at least 
some of you to ask how the school 
could have such a successful auc-
tion and be needing money two 
months later. It is a legitimate ques-
tion, and we are especially appre-
ciative of those of you who brought 
it to our attention.

In any household budget, 

of most U.S. teenagers caused me 
to consider my own children. My 
children have had good experiences 
in public school, but were they at 
risk of the very things Baucham 
was writing about? This past fall my 
wife and I had discussed moving 
our family closer to NC to allow 
our children to attend school while 
I would commute to Hastings 
and continue working as a public 
school principal. When the Ad-
ministrator position opened, after 
praying and asking others to pray; 
seeking wise council from friends, 
elders at church and my pastor; and 
visiting NC; I felt that God wanted 
to use me in Central City.

I have been in public education 
for 15 years. I taught Social Studies 
and coached football and wrestling 
for six years in Hastings. I then 

spent two years as the principal 
and football coach at Blue Hill. I 
returned to Hastings as an assistant 
principal at Hastings High for five 
years, and I have spent the last two 
years as the principal at Hastings 
Middle School.

My wife (Allene) and I have three 
children: Katie will be an 8th grader, 
Trevor a 5th grader, and Tyler a 2nd 
grader. Allene was a music teacher 
before staying home with all three 
children. Since Tyler has been in 
school, she has been a part-time 
substitute teacher. I help lead an 
adult Sunday School Class, and we 
are both involved with music and 
other roles at the Hastings Evan-
gelical Free Church. 

We are very excited about joining 
the NC family. The people that I’ve 
met and their commitment to the 

school and its mission have encour-
aged me. I am excited to not only 
work to impact students’ academic 
learning and activities, but their 
spiritual lives as well. We want to 
faithfully serve God with our gifts 
and talents and feel that He wants 
us to be in Central City. Please be 
in prayer for the transition process 
and pray that God continues to use 
Nebraska Christian in the lives of 
young people, their families, the 
community, and the world. I am 
excited to meet those of you that I 
haven’t yet met and partner with all 
of you in fulfilling God’s plan for 
Nebraska Christian.

Levi Landrigan 
attended the 
American Legion 
Cornhusker Boys’ 
State from June 
5-11 at the Uni-

versity of Nebraska-Lincoln. He 
joined nearly 400 other boys who 
will be seniors in the fall at the an-
nual citizenship program. Of his 
experiences at Boys’ State, Land-
rigan said, “Boys’ State was awe-
some. I learned a ton about state 
government. I was elected to the 
state legislature and sponsored one 
of only four bills that were passed 
and signed by the governor.” 

While participating in Boys’ State 
didn’t change any of Landrigan’s 
political views, he said, “It directed 
[my views] and helped me formu-
late opinions on different areas. I 
wish everyone knew that politics 
isn’t too confusing to understand 
and that citizens still need to get 
involved and make their voices 
heard.”

Landrigan Represents 
NC at Boys’ State

by Larry Hoff 
International Program Director

The last 10 years have seen some 
noticeable changes on the Ne-
braska Christian Campus. We have 
been blessed with expansions in 
our classroom facilities in 2006. 
The changes in the landscaping of 
the grounds has resulted in a more 
esthetically pleasing campus. We 
have seen the seed of the idea for 
a fundraising auction flower into 
a vital source of support and com-
munity outreach. Throughout this 
time, Nebraska Christian has been 
blessed through the leadership of 
two outstanding administrators, 
Dr. David Edgren (2000-2006) 
and Daniel Woods (2006-2011). 
Both ably guided us through some 

Nine Nebraska Christian Track 
Team members participated in the 
Class C State Track Meet in Omaha 
on May 20 and 21. Luke Woods 
placed 3rd in the 300 intermediate 
hurdles and 5th in the 110 high hur-
dles, Michelle Toukan placed 6th 

Above: NC State Track Qualifiers. Front (l-r): Cailyn Ostrand (9), Alycea Unruh (12), Michelle Toukan (12), Rachel Miller (10), 
Bekah Mead (10). Back: Anthony Epp (12), Luke Woods (11), Dillon Dexter (12), Hans Epp (9). 

9 Qualify for State Track

difficult circumstances and the 
constant challenge of keeping the 
doors open. One of the greatest 
changes has occurred within our 
student body with the growth of 
the International Program. The 
program, started with the encour-
agement and leadership of Dr. 
Edgren, has grown from having 
five students in 2000-2001 to hav-
ing 36 students at the conclusion 
of the 2010-2011 school year. 

In my years as director of the 
international program, I have en-
countered many questions from 
folks both familiar and unfamiliar 
with our program. The first ques-
tion many people have is, “Why 
do these students want to come to 
the United States to study?” World-

wide, the U.S. has a 
reputation for ex-
cellence in its uni-
versity system. The 
best route to enter-
ing our universities 
is through our high 
schools, where the 
students can achieve 
a much greater com-
mand of the English 
language. For this 
reason, most of the 
students who wish to attend Amer-
ican universities choose to come to 
high schools in the United States. 

The next question that begs to be 
asked is, “Why Nebraska Chris-
tian?” Why would students choose 
Nebraska Christian out of the 

more than 300 schools across the 
nation that accept students from 
foreign countries? If one consid-
ers the list of options available to 
prospective students, it is a won-
der that they somehow find their 

Above: Following graduation, twin sisters Alice (left) and Yeni Kim 
(right) of Korea pause for a picture with Janet Song (center) of 
China. The Kim sisters attended Nebraska Christian for five years.

NC Sees Growth in International Program

continued on pg. 4

in the pole vault, and Dillon Dex-
ter came in 4th in the 1600m run. 
Additionally, the girls’ 4 x 400 relay 
team comprised of Alycea Unruh, 
Michelle Toukan, Cailyn Ostrand 
and Rachel Miller broke the school 
record with a time of 4:19.35.

SAVE THE DATE:
The Festival of Lessons & Carols 

will be held December 16. 
Watch the NC website and Facebook for details!

NC Matters, continued from pg. 1

$140,000, the amount raised by our 
auction, is a huge amount of mon-
ey. In the budget for a 215 student 
school, it covers about a month. If 
it were all applied to only utilities 
and insurance, it would last a little 
longer than a year. These facts are 
astonishing to me, so I expect they 
will be to you as well.

I can assure you that even with re-
cent capital improvements our cost 
per student is competitive with the 
most efficient public school sys-
tems anywhere in the nation, and 
they don’t run a seven day dorm 
program. They manage their bud-
gets through taxes, and rightfully 
so. We manage ours either through 
tuition or through the generous do-
nations of supporters like you. We 
are dependent upon and grateful 
for your generous support of our 
special events and your response to 
our appeal letters.

Continue to pray that God would 
grant us wisdom as we seek to ful-
fill our mission. Until next time, 
may God bless you and yours.

Correction: We inadvertently left off 
the names of some athletes who were 
not pictured in our athletic photos 
in the last issue. Boys’ Basketball: Tim 
Fread. Track: Jahn Landrigan, Levi 
Landrigan, Joanna Stuhmer.
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we hope will continue. 
In the meantime, we 
continue to accept stu-
dents with no church 
background, and—like 
good farmers—we be-
gin the cultivation pro-
cess that we hope will 
culminate in a bounti-
ful harvest before our 
time with the students 
ends. In the last three 
years, we have had sev-
enteen of our interna-
tional students accept 
Christ as their savior. 
Most have chosen to be 
baptized while they are with us. It 
is so uplifting to see the Holy Spirit 
moving in our dorms; the staff is 
energized with each success. I be-
lieve the answer to why students 
come to Nebraska Christian is not 
revealed on the material human 
level but can be found by looking 
to the Lord.

Our program is only as strong as 
the sum of its parts. It is by work-
ing together that we can maintain 
what we have assembled in a time 
of increased competition from 
schools across our country. We are 
thankful for the support that we 
have received from families of Ne-
braska Christian in their willingness 
to welcome our students into their 
homes when home stay opportu-
nities arise. In the six years that I 
have been in my position, I cannot 

Scholarship Auction Donors
Anderson, Chris
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ballagh, Rowan & Phyllis
Beck, Jason
Benson, Larry & Aimee
Berck, Gary & Lorrie
Berck, Kyle & Stacy
Bill’s Volume Sales
Brethouwer, Terry & Teresa
Burwell, Myrna L.
Catlett, Marilyn
Chase, Dave & Kathy
County Line Ag, Inc.
Deichmann, Becky
Deichmann, Gordon & Jewell
Faeh, Lanny & Jewel
Faeh, Wendell & Nancy
Feely, William & Dawn
Flynn, Dan
Flynn, Mike & Dee
Garwood, Evan & Maxine
Gary’s Body Shop
Gerdes, Todd
Gulbranson, Randy & Sandi
Gustafson, Steve & Marilyn
Hartford, Shirley
Herbig, Mike & Ann
Hesselgesser, Joe
Heuermann, B. Keith & Norma
Heuermann, Jody
Hinrichs, Phillip & Gayle
Hoff, Larry & Barb
Johnson, Tim & Deb
Kasten, Elsie
Kauk, Dave & Ann
Kirby, Max & Janice
Kirby, Terry & Kathy
Knapp, Robert & Kathy
Kohler, Marv & Margie
Kremer, Bob & Bev

L & P Truck Wash
Ludden, Lois
McHargue, Andrew & Emily
McHargue, Doug & Kelly
McHargue, Mark & Judi
Palser, Dale & Ann
Peterson Farms, Inc.
Peterson, Doug & Tami
Petersen, Mae
Ross, Kim & Diana
Royle, Greg & Sandy
Senkbile, Greg & Karen
Simmons, Andrew & Karrie
Strobel, Steve & Belinda
Till, Dr. Gordon & Evelyn
Toukan, Mike & Laurel
Wheeler, Dean & Louise
Williams, Bruce & Lei
Wischmeier, Richard & Elaine

$1,000 Corporate Table  
Sponsors

Agricultural Services, Inc. GI, Archer
Big Valley Pork, Central City
Central City Mall, Central City
Faeh Farms, Inc., Central City
Heuermann Family, Phillips
Kyle Berck Farms, Marquette
Kyle Berck Motorsports, Marquette
Pinnacle Bank, Central City
Preferred Popcorn, Chapman
Rathman & Manning Corp., Chapman
Strobel Construction, Clarks
Strobel Manufacturing, Clarks
Mike & Laurel Toukan, Central City
Daniel & Kimmarie Woods, Central 

City

$400 Table Sponsors
Central Realty, Central City
Cornerstone Bank, Central City
Green, Matt & Mindy
Kirby, Max & Janice

Mundt, Chuck & Tara
Wheeler, Todd & Tammy

The following businesses and 
people donated items and/or cash. 

Diamond: $1500 or more
Associated Staffing, Inc., Grand Island
Central City Mall
Kirby, Max & Janice
Kyle Berck Motorsports, Marquette
Sapp, William & Lucille
Strobel Construction, Clarks
Toukan, Mike & Laurel

Gold: $1,000 to $1,499
Agricultural Services, Inc., Grand 

Island
Big Valley Pork, Central City
Chase, Dave & Kathy
Clarke, Joe & Cyndi
Faeh Farms, Central City
Heuermann Family, Phillips
Klein, Kristen & Michelle
Kyle Berck Farms, Marquette
Pinnacle Bank, Central City
Preferred Popcorn, Chapman
Rathman & Manning Corp., Chapman
Rowse Hydraulic Rakes Co., Inc., 

Burwell
Strobel Manufacturing, Clarks
Woods, Daniel & Kimmarie

Silver: $500 to $999
Anonymous
Anonymous
Barthel, Dorothy & Kerry
Central Bank, a Division of 
 Citizen’s Bank & Trust Co., Central City
Computer Concepts, Grand Island
Covenant Doors & Millwork, Central 

City
Eakes Office Plus, Grand Island
Green Plains Central City LLC
Heuermann, Jody
Killion, Gib
Klein, Kristen & Michelle
Klein, Lawrence & Angeline
Merrick County Health & Fitness 

Center
Mundt, Chuck & Tara
Premier Jewelry, Ginger Huber, 

Kearney

Schulze, Tim & Linda
TMS – Lincoln Williams

Bronze: $250 to $499
Arby’s, Grand Island
Birkley, Dwight
Central City Family Dental, Dr. John & 

Judy Ahlschwede
Central Insurance Agency
Central Realty, Central City
Central True Value, Central City
Cornerstone Bank, Central City
County Line Ag, Inc.
Fisher, Morris & Joan
Gov. Dave Heineman & Sally Ganem
Kaelin, Ken & Jamie
Krug, Norm & Sue
Maranatha Bible Camp, Maxwell
Missy Hillmer Photography, Central 

City
Schulze, Tim & Linda
Senkbile Farms, Central City
Slumberland, Grand Island
Strauser, Michael & Melody
Toner’s Inc., Grand Island
Uhler, Bill & Jacky
Wagner Funeral Home, Central City
YMCA-Rockies/Estes Park Center

Friends of NC: $1 to $249
Abbey Carpets ‘N’ More, Grand Island
Ace Hardware, Grand Island
Advance Auto Parts, Grand Island
American Girl
Anonymous
Applebee’s, Grand Island
Archer Cooperative Credit Union
Aurora Country Club
Aurora Mall
Austin’s on the Trail, Silver City, IA
Auto Zone, Grand Island
Bank of Marquette FDIC Insured
Barb’s Diner, Burwell
Barista’s Coffee House
Bartenbach Galleries, Grand Island
Beacon Hills Restaurant, Lincoln
Best Buy, Grand Island
Best Western White House Inn, 

Bellevue
Big Apple Bagels, Grand Island
Bike Rack Cycling & Fitness, Omaha
Bolanos, Edwin & Angela
Bomgaars, Central City

way to our campus. There are now 
over 300 schools across the nation 
that accept students from foreign 
countries. Most international stu-
dents are city kids who love the 
large cities and the excitement they 
provide. Every major U.S. city 
boasts schools with international 
programs; some of these cities 
are located near an ocean or pan-
oramic mountain range. Oceans 
and mountains are conspicuously 
absent in our area. Most of these 
students have lived their lives in 
tropical climates, and the harsh-
ness of our winters (especially in 
the last two years) has caused many 
a native to flee to warmer climates 
when given the opportunity to do 
so. The students have choices, and 
many of these other choices seem 
quite attractive to a young person’s 

mind. But still, they have come. 
Not all choose to stay, and some 
will transfer out in search of a bet-
ter fit, but most do return, often 
for all of their high school years. 
The question that I ask myself is, 
“What is there about Nebraska 
Christian that has drawn these stu-
dents to us?”

I continue to believe that the 
one great strength that we have is 
that which comes from above. Our 
program is staffed by people who 
understand that fostering these 
students is a ministry that has been 
“dropped on our doorstep.” Sure, 
we want to make them into the 
best students they can be; we want 
them to be able to enter the college 
of their choice; we want to please 
their parents with the results that 
we produce in their children. We 
have been successful in doing these 
things and are constantly seeking 
ways to do them better. But our 
greatest thrill comes in bringing 
these students to a saving knowl-
edge of Christ. As our program 
has matured, we have gotten an 
increasing number of students with 
a Christian background. We have 
always received applications from 
Korean students who have been 
raised in churches, but increasingly 
we receive applications from Chi-
nese students who are coming out 
of Chinese churches. Last year, four 
of our international students were 
children of pastors; it is a trend that 

Thank you all our donors and patrons of the 2011 Dinner & Benefit 
Auction! When you do business, remember them. Be assured that if your 
name was misspelled or omitted, it was not intentional. We are very sorry 
and would like to know, so we can correct it in the future.

From the  
Development Office 
by Becky Deichmann, Kathy Chase, and 
Jody Heuermann

International Program, continued from pg. 3

Above: Sisters Eunice (left) and Sophia Songthangtham of 
Thailand. 

Below left: Duy Trinh of Vietnam performs his humorous prose 
during the annual speech showcase. Most international stu-
dents are very involved in extracurricular activities like sports, 
speech, and music. 

recall a year in which our students 
were more excited about their home 
stays than this last year. I don’t be-
lieve there is anything more pow-
erful in helping these students feel 
accepted than the friendship and 
outreach American students and 
their families extend to these young 
people who have left their families 
many thousands of miles away. For 
those of you who have invited inter-
national students into your homes 
and into your hearts, we thank you. 
For those of you who would like 
to be a part of this ministry, please 
feel free to call or email and let me 
know of your interest (308-946-
3836 or lhoff@nebraskachristian.
org). You will be blessed, and our 
program will be blessed as well. We 
would love to “drop a ministry on 
your doorstep!”

Above (l-r): Alycea Unruh, Yeni Kim, Cailyn Ostrand, Bekah Mead, Alex Frederick, Kameron Kaelin, Tanner Cooper, and Luke 
Woods perform their original song of farewell for the departing teachers at the end-of-the year pep rally and social.

Left (l-r): Student Council members Jessica Kim, Jahn Landrigan, Scott Smith, and Katrina Troester prepare root beer floats for 
the junior and senior high students.
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Boryca, Lisa
Brenda’s Floral, Central City
Brown’s Shoe Fit Co., Grand Island
Buffet House, Grand Island
Carlos O’Kelly’s, Grand Island
Carlos O’Kelly’s, Lincoln
Case IH, Grand Island
Casey’s General Stores, Inc.
Central City Sportsmen Club
Chances “R” Restaurant, York
Chapel Gift & Bookstore, Grand Island
Charleston’s, Omaha
Cheeseburger Paradise, Omaha
Chief Industries, Grand Island
Chuck E. Cheese’s, Lincoln
Clay Corner, Grand Island
Cold Stone Creamery, Grand Island
Comstock Premier Lodge, Sargent
Concrete Critters, Grand Island 
Coney Island Cafe, Grand Island
Copy Cat Printing, Grand Island
Country Inn & Suites, Lincoln
Countryside Flowers, Central City
Dairy Queen, Central City
Dairy Queen, Grand Island
DoubleTree Hotel, Omaha
Dry Creek Western Wear, Burwell
Dutton Lainson Co., Hastings
Earl May, Grand Island
Egeland, Arnold & Sharon
Eileen’s Colossal Cookies, Grand 

Island
Empower Life Spa, Grand Island
EyeCare Assoc. LLC, Central City
Faeh, Andy & Lori
Family Fun Center, Omaha
Famous Dave’s, Lincoln
Fazoli’s Restaurants, LLC, Grand Island
First National Insurance Agency, 

Fullerton
Floor to Ceiling, Grand Island
Flowers by Mandy, Cairo
Flynn, Kelly & Angela
Fremont Dinner Train
Fuddruckers, Omaha
Furniture Super Center, Grand Island
Gene Lilly Surety Bonds, Lincoln
Godfather’s Pizza, Grand Island
Grain Place Foods, Marquette
Grand Island Independent
Grantham, Bernice
Green Line Equipment, Central City
Green Line Equipment, Grand Island

Gress Insurance & Investment, Inc.
Griffith, Chuck & Kathleen
Hansen International, Grand Island
Harley-Davidson Central, Grand Island
Hartford, Shirley
Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha
Hilder Implement, Central City
HobbyTown USA, Grand Island
HobbyTown USA, Omaha
House of Memories, St. Paul
Huenefeld, Dan & Linda
HyVee, Grand Island
Industrial Outfitters, Grand Island
Interstate All Battery Center, Grand 

Island
Janice Stuhmer, Independent Watkins 

Dealer
Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwiches, GI
John Armatys Flight Instruction, Inc.
Jordan’s Fine Dining, Valentine
Joseph’s College of Beauty, Grand 

Island
Kirby, Max & Janice
Kmart, Grand Island
Kohler, Marv & Margie
Krieger, Lowell & Vicki
L.T. Custom Clubs, Hastings
Landrigan, Paul & Janet
Langemeier, Doug & Kristy
Lenscrafters, Grand Island
Lincoln Children’s Museum
Lincoln Manor Steak House, Central 

City
Lone Tree Medical Associates, Central 

City
Lukasiewicz Furniture, Farwell
Mahogany Prime Steakhouse, Omaha
Massage Central, Central City
Mazankowski, Dave & Amy
McElroy Service Co., Grand Island
McKillip, Jeff & Lori
Mead, Steve & Debra
Mesemer, Billie
Midas Auto Service Experts, Grand 

Island
Mimi’s Café, Omaha
Missy Hillmer, Mary Kay Consultant
Misty’s, Lincoln
Mitchell’s Anchor Serum Co., Grand 

Island
Mr. G’s Car Care, Grand Island
Murphy, Fredrica B.
Myers Custom Interiors & 

Woodworks, CC
Myer’s Jewelry, Grand Island
NAPA Auto Parts, Aurora
Nebraska Christian Schools Shop 

Class
Nebraska’s Big Rodeo
Nelson’s Furniture, Grand Island
Noodles & Company, Lincoln
Noodles & Company, Omaha
Office Max, Grand Island
Olive Garden, Omaha
Omaha Magnolia Hotel
Omaha Symphony
O’Reilly Auto Parts, Grand Island
Orscheln’s Farm & Home, Grand 

Island
Perkins, Grand Island
Pizza Hut, Central City
Pizza Hut, St. Paul
Pizza Palace, Burwell
Play It Again Sports, Grand Island
Poppe, Dan & Diane
Poppe, Lee
Post Playhouse at Ft. Robinson
Pretzelmaker, Grand Island
R&R Therapeutic Massage Clinic, GI
Red Lobster, Grand Island
Red Lobster, Lincoln
Red Lobster, Omaha
Rodeo Inn, Burwell
Ron’s Music, Grand Island
Roses for You, Grand Island
Ruybalid, Rod & Terri
Ryder, Rosacker, McCue & Huston, GI
S.E. Smith & Sons, St. Paul
Sack, Angelique
Sack Lumber Co., Aurora
Sack Lumber Co., Central City
Sandstone Grill, Burwell
Scheels, Lincoln
Schreiber, Paul & Ruby
Schroeder’s Smoked Foods, Grand 

Island
Schulze, Tim & Linda
Sharman, Tom & Lila
Sherwin-Williams Co., Grand Island
Shopko, Grand Island
Skagway, Grand Island
Sleep Inn, Fremont
Smith, Tom & Cheryl
Smith Welding Shop, St. Paul
Smokin’ Dan BBQ, Central City
Solt Funeral Home, Central City

Sonic Drive-In, Grand Island
Spaghetti Works Restaurant, Lincoln
Springhill Suites, Council Bluffs
St. Paul Equipment
Starbucks Coffee, Grand Island
Stefani’s Closet, Grand Island
Stoltenberg Irrigation, Inc., Cairo
Subway Restaurants, Grand Island
Sunnybrook Camp, Sparks
Sutter Deli & The Cookie Co., Grand 

Island
Swartz, Jane
Tagart Auto Supply, Grand Island
Texas T-Bone, Grand Island
The Boat House, Grand Island
The Country Neighbor & Catering, 

Burwell
The Farmer’s Daughter, Grand Island
The Farwell Arms Bed & Breakfast
The Incredible Bulk, Grand Island
The Scarecrow Patch, St. Libory
Thiessen, Bruce & Melody
Thompsen Company, Grand Island
Tobey Jacks Mineola Steak House, 

Iowa
Touch of Health Therapeutic 

Massage, Aurora
Trade Winds Motel, Valentine
Twogood, Ryan & Rachel
U.S. Nails & Spa, Grand Island
Uncle Buck’s Grill, Omaha
Uncle Ed’s Steakhouse, Grand Island
Vala’s Pumpkin Patch, Gretna
Video Kingdom, Grand Island
Wagner Funeral Home, Central City
Wall, Scott
Walmart, Grand Island
Wayne’s Cyclery, Grand Island
Wegner Monument, Central City
Wendy’s, Central City
Western Edge, Grand Island
Whiskey Creek Wood Fire Grill, GI
Xenon School of Hair Design, Grand 

Island
York Country Club
Zaruba, Leroy & Verna

NC Promotes 18 Students to 9th Grade
The eighth grade class was promoted to ninth grade in a ceremony tak-

ing place on May 17. Following a challenge by Program Coordinator Bri-
an Whittle, each student had the opportunity to thank parents, friends, 
teachers, and the Lord for helping them through junior high school. The 
students then received graduation certificates from English teacher Janet 
Landrigan. 

NC Flashback

Above: Can you identify  
these choir members who  
are praying together before  
a concert? If you can, you 
could win an NC coffee  
mug. Send your guesses to  
advance@nebraskachristian.org
From the last issue (left): No one correctly 
identified the event pictured, which was 
the groundbreaking for the addition of 
the Music & Worship to the gym build-
ing in 1976. Thanks for guessing!

Above: NC 8th grade graduates. Front 
(l-r): Matthew Swanson, CJ Ruybalid, Ethan Unruh, 
Jayden Epp, Andrew Sack. Back: Michaila Lovejoy, 
Hannah Mead, ShayeLeigh Cooper, Emily Simmons, 
Warren Dexter, Carson Huenefeld, Dusty Whisenand, Levi 
Elge, Keegan Francl, Hannah Ritta, Katie Burdett, Maddie 
Kirby, Brittany Ritta.

Right: CJ Ruybalid receives his 
certificate of graduation from English 
teacher Janet Landrigan.

Help Us Find Them… 
Nebraska Christian lacks contact information for the following alumni. 

Please send updates to nc@nebraskachristian.org or call 308-946-3836.

Class of ’81 
Karen (Graber) Nachtigal 
Tim White 
Robert Wolfenden

Class of ’86 
Wayne Garrett 
Brian Hall 
Daniel McGrew 
Martin Swan 
Jay Hitchcock 
Holly (Wolfenden) Ganser-Appelt

Class of ’91 
Doug Goertzen 
Jason Urwiller

Class of ’96 
Brady Marsh 
Juri Yoshino

Class of ’01 
Greg Prusa 
Tyler Storz

Class of ’06 
Annie (Nickel) White

Class of ’61 
Jerry Sutton 
Pamela (Goodner) Klippenstein

Class of ’66 
Betty (Allen) Hubel 
Irma Reimer

Class of ’71 
Jeanne (Anderson) Burch  
Diane (Sutton) Burgess 
Crystal Jensen 
Janet Lange 
Colleen (Warren) McDaniel 
Victor Harms 
Bill Schwenk

Class of ’76 
Kent Forsberg 
Tim Luse 
Steve Ranney 
Kenneth Vanderlinden 
Jerry Hondorf 
Ruth (Goehring) Farmer 
Vanessa Shumaker 
Cheri Sears

Alumni / Homecoming 
Weekend 

Friday, September 23, 2011  
Football vs. High Plains  

at 7:30 p.m. 
Check our website and  

facebook page for more details. 
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NC Almanac
10 years ago (’01)

	� Luke Osler (’02) attends Boys’ 
State at UNL.

	� School begins with an 
enrollment of 193. 

	� The 7th grade moves to the 
Marquette campus.

20 years ago (’91)

	� Two new classrooms are 
created in the dorms during 
summer work days.

	� Beth Bokelman (’91), Doug 
McHargue (’91), and Jonathan 
Musgrave (’91) become 
the first students to attend 
Nebraska Christian from 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade.

	� NC’s largest student body 
begins classes with 228 
students enrolled in grades 
K-12.

30 years ago (’81)

	� Nineteen students, staff, and 
alumni travel to Arizona to 
work at the Navajo Gospel 
Mission’s Hardrock compound 
station on the Navajo Indian 
Reservation.

	� Andy Faeh (’81) plays in the 
8 Man All-Star Game in 
Hastings.

40 years ago (’71)

	� NC’s Junior High program 
opens with 18 students.

50 years ago (’61)

	� The girls’ dorm is built.

	� Fire detection systems are 
installed in many campus 
buildings.

Memorial Gifts
For:	 Rev. Lester Anderson
From:	 Carol Sandsted
For:	 Jack Burger
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad
For:	 Harry Christensen
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad
For:	 Wanda Ediger
From:	 Dorothy Ritta
For:	 Oren Hoback
From:	 Dorothy Ritta
For:	 Jerry Kushner
From:	 Mrs. Carl Moore
For:	 Arlene Larson
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad
For:	 Gene Lavelle
From:	 John & Mary Armatys  

James & Nancy Augustine 
Louis & Suzanne Brunken 
Bob & Marie Clymer 

Larry & Virginia Cooper 
Dave & Kim Deichmann 
Wayne & Sue Deininger 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Dexter 
Lee & Jolene Dittmer 
Lyle & Marlene Garwood 
Gil & Dorothy Glad 
Tom Gustafsen 
Layne & Debbie Hanquist 
Roger & Marlene Hanquist 
Mike & Maurie Hofer 
Joyce Kuhn 
Cheri & Jordan Osborne 
Mike & Kathy Ritta 
Tom & Jody Ritta 
Larry & Denise Schreer 
Kim & Kristi Shoup 
Paul & Lois Smith 
Kerry & Janice Stuhmer 

Send address changes to  
advance@nebraskachristian.org

The children of Robert & Bar-
bara McGrew (former Nebraska 
Christian employees) held an an-
niversary open house for their 50th 
Anniversary on June 18, 2011, in 
Mason City, Illinois. Congratula-
tions to the couple may be sent to 
the following address: 

Robert & Barbara McGrew
604 East Chestnut
Mason City, IL 62664

Stacey Jo Krieger and Tyler Scott 
Nunnenkamp will be united in 
marriage on September 17, 2011. 
The ceremony will take place at 3 
p.m. at Faith Community Church 
in O’Neill, Neb. with a reception 
to follow. 

Parents of the couple are Lowell 
(’82) and Vicky (Masters ’81) Krieg-
er of O’Neill, NE and Gary & Joyce 
Nunnenkamp of Henderson, Neb.

This Alumni Spotlight focuses on 
2006 graduate Becca Brill, who will 
be going to Africa with Africa Inland 
Mission this fall.
  
Can you give us a brief update on 
what you’ve been doing since you 
graduated from NC?

After high school, I uprooted and 
moved south to attend College of 
the Ozarks near Branson, Missouri. 
I studied nursing there and gradu-
ated in May 2010 with Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing. Since then I 
have been working in the Branson 
Emergency Room as a registered 
nurse.

Why Africa?
Well, everybody asks, “Why Afri-

ca?” Honestly, my only explanation 
is that God created me with an un-
explainable love for African people. 
I am fascinated by them and their 
culture. My heart breaks as I think 
about their need for Christ.

When do you plan to leave, and 
how is your support coming?

My team and I are scheduled to 
leave this November as long as our 

support comes in. God has been so 
gracious in bringing in my support. 
I have been overwhelmed by peo-
ple’s generosity and support! It is so 
encouraging to have people stand 
beside me in this new season of life.

What will you be doing?
My role hasn’t officially been de-

cided. I might be able to work in 
a clinic as a nurse, I might teach 
English, or I might be involved in a 
women’s ministry. I will know soon 
what tangible direction my team 
will be taking. However, most im-
portantly, my team members and 
I will simply live among these un-
reached African people in order to 
learn their language and culture in 
hopes of developing relationships 
with them through which we can 
share the hope we have in Christ.

How can we pray for you?
You can definitely pray for sup-

port raising. I am fully confident 
that the LORD will continue to 
provide, but I have received word 
that some of my team members 
are really struggling in the support 
department. You can also pray for 

 Alumni Spotlight: Rebecca Brill (’06) 

Robert & Barbara 
McGrew

Stacey Krieger (’07) &  
Tyler Nunnenkamp (’07)

Bill & Jacky Uhler
For:	 Art Palser
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad
For:	 Deryl Peterson
From:	 Doris Benner
For:	 Lloyd Quaring
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad
For:	 Michael Sanger
From:	 Mrs. Carl Moore
For:	 Helen Schlieker
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad 

Max & Janice Kirby
For:	 Gary Woodring
From:	 Kole Imports
In Honor of: 

Elsie Kasten’s 103rd Birthday
From:	 Mr. & Mrs. Gene Lavelle

our hearts as we seek to prepare for 
this journey and that we would be 
taking every opportunity to share 
Christ’s love before we leave and in 
the years to come. Pray also for the 
people we will be living among, as 
they are 99.9% Muslim. The area 
we are going to is one of the hardest 
assignments Africa Inland Mission 
has taken on, so we need a lot of 
prayer.

If people want to join your prayer 
and/or financial support team, 
what should they do?

People who would be interested 
in supporting me either in prayer 

or financially should first send me 
an e-mail at rbrill@aimint.net so 
I can get them on my e-mail list. 
Next, if the LORD leads, anyone 
interested can make a check out to 
“Africa Inland Mission” and send it 
to my address at 153 Hope Road, 
Branson, MO 65616 and I will 
send it on to AIM. My outgoing 
costs are pretty much covered and I 
am 60% monthly supported! God 
is so good! If anyone would like 
more information, they can con-
tact me through e-mail, facebook, 
or snail mail. To learn more about 
Africa Inland Mission, visit their 
website at aimint.org.

Right: Friends in the village. 

Above: Rebecca holds a baby while working in the Keur Yaakar 
clinic in Dakar, Senegal, West Africa.

Kalynn (Ballagh ’96) Scoular and 
Adair Ballagh (’99) invite you to 
join them as they celebrate their 
parents’ 40th wedding anniversary. 

Sunday, Oct. 2, 2011
2 - 4 p.m.

United Methodist Church
917 I Street

Burwell, Neb.

If you are unable to attend, you 
may send your congratulations to:

Rowan & Phyllis Ballagh
84894 State Hwy 11
Amelia, NE 68711

Rowan & Phyllis  
Ballagh

Now scheduling spring choir tours! 
Our choir will be touring on four Sundays this spring:  

Feb. 19, March 11, April 15, April 29. 
Call Susan at 308-946-3836 or send an email to sritta@nebraskachristian.org  

to schedule the choir at your church.
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Dear Alumnus,
Please join us for Nebraska Christian’s 2011 

Homecoming Reunion, Sept. 23 & 24. This is 
your opportunity to reconnect with old friends, 
renew relationships, and reminisce about old 
times.

Members of the classes of ’61, ’66, ’71, ’76, ’81, 
’86, ’91, ’96, ’01, and ’06 should plan to stay 
through Saturday evening (and in some cases, 
Sunday afternoon) for a special reunion dinner 
and/or other activities planned for your class by 
your class.

Watch for the latest details by visiting 
our website www.nebraskachristian.org. 
Under “About Us,” click on “Alumni,” then 
“Homecoming 2011.” Also, check out the NC 
page on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
nebraskachristian.

For more information or to register a volleyball 
team, contact Kathy Chase at 308-940-0264 or 
daveandkathychase@msn.com

Remembering Days Gone By…Remembering Days Gone By… 2011 Homecoming Weekend Schedule

Friday, September 23rd

6p – BBQ Tailgate Fundraiser

7p – Homecoming Football Game vs. High Plains 
Honored Classes Will Be Recognized During Half Time.

Saturday, September 24th

8a – Complimentary Continental Breakfast in the Dining Hall

9a – Co-ed Volleyball Tournament  
Form your own team or we can place you on a team – 

consider forming a team with your classmates!

9a - 12n – Supervised Activities For Elementary Children

12n – Complimentary Lunch in the Dining Hall  
Open House and Guided Tours to Follow

1p – Open Gym

6:30p – Husker Football Game vs. Wyoming Broadcast  
in Music & Worship

 The Music & Worship Room will be open for casual visiting all day with drinks and snacks 
provided. Check out the great photos of last year’s event on Facebook!

Help Keep Our Campus Beautiful!
We need volunteers to spray weeds, trim trees, and pull weeds before 
school starts. If you can help, please call the office at 308-946-3836. 
(Families, this is a great way to work off your facilities fee!)


