
God is Good! The sun is out, 
spring cleaning is underway, 
outdoor activities are in full 
swing, and there are celebra-
tions all around us. We have 
preschool, elementary, high 

school, and college graduations. Our kids have 
made it through another year of learning and hit 
another milestone in their lives. All of this ac-
tion feels like progress.

In many ways, May is the month that all of 
our hard work finally comes to fruition. That 
song that we have been working on all year gets 
performed at the spring concert, you take that 
math final with all of the concepts you have been 
learning, or you execute that spring cleaning list 
with all the items that have been building up 
over the course of winter. 

In the case of Nebraska Christian Schools, we 
have not only been making progress with our 
individual students and classes, but also with 
our organization.   As an organization, we have 
increased the number of staff development days, 
completed a comprehensive Vision & Values 
Tour (a full report will run in the summer issue 
of the Advance), begun developing a strategic 
plan, introduced new systems at the administra-
tive level, reversed the decision to raze the Ad 
Building and moved the Ad Building Preserva-
tion Project forward, and much more. It has 
been so much fun to see how God has aligned 
hearts and desires through many of these pro-
cesses at the Board of Education, staff, student, 
parent, and NCS Foundation board levels. God 
has been so faithful to the Nebraska Christian 
Schools community throughout this 60th year 
of serving families and churches in providing a 
Christ-centered education.

I encourage you to check out the pages ahead 
to see all of the ways that God is at work here at 
Nebraska Christian Schools.  To see the campus 
progress or learn more about any of the work 
being done, please call the school to set up an 
appointment.

God Is Good! by Tim Hekrdle, Superintendent

Through the joint efforts of Nebraska Chris-
tian Schools and the Nebraska Christian Schools 
Foundation and through your generous dona-
tions, we are ready to begin work on preserving 
the Ad Building! 

The Campus Executive Team has been meeting 
to make vital decisions regarding the building. 
So far, we’ve selected stone-coated shingles for 
the Ad Building roof, and the scope of work for 
the roof has been determined. We are currently 
researching windows, and we’ve had one HVAC 
units donated, so the boiler system has been re-
moved. A contractor has been secured for the 
roof, and we hope to secure a window contrac-
tor soon. Work will begin after school dismisses 
for the summer and will continue as funds are 
available.

We have received over $400,000 in contribu-
tions for the $600,000 budget to preserve the Ad 
Building. We are well on our way but still need 
$200,000 to reach our goal. 

Many of you have supported this process 
through prayers, donations, and supportive 
words. Thank You!

“The Nebraska Christian School, located 
in Central City, fills a niche in Nebraska’s 
education system. The administration 
building, which is more than 100 years old, 
is truly an icon with marvelous architectural 
features, but is in urgent need of repair. This 
historic building and the school are so unique 
that I believe every effort should be made to 
restore and preserve it.” 
— Dr. Martin Massengale 
       President, Chancellor, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Ad Building Work 
to Begin in May!

$150,000

$300,000

$450,000

$600,000

OVER 
$400,000  

RECEIVED

Thanks to your generosity, the $50,000 matching grant 
for the Ad Building Preservation Project has been met.

Match Met! 

The 2018-2019 staff & student body in front of the Ad Building

The NCS Foundation participated  
in Go Big GIVE on May 2.  

This 24-hour day of giving to area  
non-profits brought in more than $16,000 
for the Ad Building Preservation Project.  

Thank you to everyone who donated!
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Boys Basketball Team. Row 1: Til Lyu, Kevin Yu, Bennett Zaruba, Cody Griess, Toby Watson, Jon 
Dockeweiler, Noah Boersen. Row 2: Grant Stuhmer, Aidan Pipher, Keith Wasomi, Seth Hower, Garrett Nokelby, 
Elijah Boersen. Row 3: Head Coach Andy Perdew, Charlie Cheng, Gavin Lybarger, Kobe Morris, Dayton Falk, 
Ethan Merchant, Michel Kondohoma, Assistant Coach Drew Schreiber.
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Tim Hekrdle, Administrator
Becky Ritta (’99), Editor
Beth (Ritta ’98) Keim, Layout & Design

The NC Advance is available free of 
charge. To subscribe, change your address, 
stop receiving the publication, or submit 
information, please contact us at:

NC Advance 
1847 Inskip Avenue 
Central City, NE 68826 
phone: (308) 946 3836 
fax: (308) 946 3837 
advance@nebraskachristian.org 
nebraskachristian.org

Editorial Submissions: All news or 
information from NC Alumni, students 
and teachers is welcome. Letters may be 
edited for length or clarity. 

NC Board of Directors:

Paul McHargue (’88), Central City  
Chairman
Doug Langemeier, Marquette 
Vice Chairman 
Dave Watson, Grand Island 
Secretary
Les Griess, Grand Island 
Treasurer
Greg Epp, Giltner
Matt Green, Central City
Larry Hoff, Central City
Tyson Ratliff (’06), Marquette
Ryan Twogood, Stromsburg

Mission:  
The mission of Nebraska Christian 
Schools is to assist the family and church 
by providing a Christ-centered education, 
equipping students with a biblical 
worldview and encouraging a love 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Calendar of Events
M AY
29-31 Grades 1-6 Basketball Camp 

(see p. 3)

J U N E
  1 Grades 3-6 Football Camp 

(see p. 3)

12-14 Grades 3-8 Volleyball Camp 
(see p. 3)

J U LY
8-12 & 15-18  

Educational Summer Kids 
Camp (see p. 8)

A U G U S T
 14 First day of school

S E P T E M B E R
13-14 Homecoming

O C T O B E R
 18 Grandparents Day

N O V E M B E R
  1 Harvest Festival

D E C E M B E R
 13 Festival of Lessons & Carols

For additional events visit  
nebraskachristian.org/calendar

Dollars & Sense by Tom Dockweiler (’79), Business Manager
Our school year ends 

this month, and our fis-
cal year ends June 30th. 
For my wife and me, the 
ending of the school year 
is significant because 

our youngest son graduates this spring 
as part of Nebraska Christian’s 60th 
graduating class. For Nebraska Christian 
Schools, the ending of this fiscal year is 
significant because it seems almost cer-
tain that we will finish the year in the 
black. I continue to be amazed at how 
God provides. Proverbs 16:9 reminds us 
that “The heart of man plans his way, 
but the Lord establishes his steps.” I often 

think of that verse when I am working 
on the budget or printing budget reports 
during the year. That is because, again 
this year, God has provided in ways that 
we did not anticipate in our planning. It 
is awesome to watch God work! I can’t 
help but glorify God for what he is doing. 
In the words of the Psalmist from Psalm 
115:1-3, “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but 
to your name give glory, for the sake of 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness! 
Why should the nations say, ‘Where is 
their God?’ Our God is in the heavens; he 
does all that he pleases.”

Until next time, may God bless you and 
yours.

In the NC robotics club’s second year of existence, two teams qualified 
for nationals: one high school team and one junior high team. Qualifiers 
included Xavier Herman, Manisa Hongdilokkul, Ben Janssen, Connor 
Lovejoy, and Josh Strong on the high school team and Drew Bailey, Adam 
Carlson, Ethan Carlson, Chris Medlock, Richie Musgrave, Elijah Peters, 
and Cooper Schnell on the junior high team. While neither team placed at 
the US Open, the junior high team won the sportsmanship award! 

Junior High 
Robotics 
Wins Award
Junior High Robotics 
Team. Front: Richie Musgrave, 
Adam Carlson. Back: Drew Bailey, 
Elijah Peters, Cooper Schnell, Chris 
Medlock, Ethan Carlson.

Elementary 
Musical a 
Success 
Cal Seip and Will Poland sing 
“Welcome to Anthropolis” 
during the Patch the Pirate 
musical “The Incredible Race.”

Boys Basketball Wins 
Sportsmanship Award
For each sports season, the Goldenrod Conference gives a 
sportsmanship award to the team whose players, coaches, 
and fans display the best sportsmanship. This year, the 
NC boys basketball team received this honor. The team is 
coached by Andy Perdew and Drew Schreiber (’04).

keep up with  
NC on  

social media:  
#NCEagles
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by Garrett Swantek, junior
The 2018-2019 wrestling season 

wrapped up with four state tourna-
ment berths and three medalists, 
and the team ended the tourna-
ment in 8th place in Class D, the 
highest finish in school history. 
This was a great way to wrap up 
Head Coach Terry Elge’s 20th year 
at the helm of the Nebraska Chris-
tian program! 

During the season, the wrestling 
team saw some great matches and 
continually drilled, conditioned, and 
learned new moves that gave them 
a competitive edge. Coach Terry 
Elge, who has been NC’s head coach 
ever since the program’s inception 
in the 1998-1999 season, said, “The 
NC wrestling team was battle-tested 
this year. When you sweat, bleed 
and face sheer exhaustion daily, 
there is a bond created that few 
ever experience. You find out what 
you are made of. This team pushed 

State Wrestling Qualifiers: Kalob Green, Carl 
Mundt, Justin Brock, Elijah Green.

Wrestling Team Ranked 8th in State

their bodies and minds to compete 
past their own breaking point. [They 
learned] lessons that will be carried 
throughout their lives.” 

Following a successful regular 
season, NC had four qualifiers for 
the NSAA 2019 state wrestling 
tournament: senior Justin Brock 
(195), junior Kalob Green (152), 
sophomore Carl Mundt (170), and 
sophomore Elijah Green (138). Each 
one of them put forth maximum ef-
fort and wrestled hard. Mundt and 
Elijah Green both placed third, and 
Brock placed sixth.

The speech team this year saw six 
of their nine district finalists place 
and continue onto state speech for 
class C2 at the University of Ne-
braska at Kearney in mid-March. 
Seniors Madi Felt (serious prose), 
Arwen Zhang (extemporane-
ous), and Halle Strong (duet) and 
sophomores Xavier Herman (ex-
temporaneous), Olivia Janssen 
(poetry and duet), and Tenny Sebek 
(persuasive) all qualified for and 
competed at state.  

Zhang, the only NC qualifier to 
break finals, gave an incredible 
speech on the relationship of the 
U.S. and the Middle East in her fi-
nal round and emerged as the C2 
extemporaneous state champion. 
Zhang said, “It felt like I did my best 
speech of the whole season during 
finals.” The team was thrilled to 
have such an amazing end to the 
season.  

Front: Halle Strong, Olivia Janssen, Arwen Zhang. Back: Tenny 
Sebek, Madi Felt, Xavier Herman.

Zhang Wins 
State Speech
by Josie Maberry, junior

Twogood & 
Boersen Selected 
to All-Star Game
by Cody Griess, senior

Every year, Nebraska’s best 8-man 
football players are selected to 
play in the annual Sertoma 8-Man 

All-Star Football 
Game. We are hon-
ored to announce 
that after a success-
ful football season, 
seniors Jake Two-
good and Noah 
Boersen were se-
lected as members 
of the East Squad 
for the 42nd annu-
al game. Twogood 
said, “I’m grateful 

for the opportunity to play one last 
time. I know it will be a unique ex-
perience, and I will do my best to 
represent Christ and my school.” 

Along with Twogood and Boers-
en, NC’s head football coach Carl 
Ostrand was also selected for this 
game. Ostrand will be an assis-
tant coach for the East Squad. The 
2018 season was Coach Ostrand’s 
12th season for the Eagles, and the 
9-1 season was the best under his 
tenure. “This football season was 
special in the way in which our 
players developed good team chem-
istry and showed improvement 
each week. As coaches, we enjoyed 
practice each day, and our senior 
leadership provided an excellent 
example for our younger players,” 
Ostrand said.

The game will be held on Satur-
day, June 15, 2019, at the Hastings 
College Football Complex.

Front: Josh Strong, Arwen Zhang, Olivia Janssen, Xavier Herman. Back: Ben Janssen, Christopher Needham, Jonathan Needham, Curt 
Bailey, Kate Pipher, Connor Lovejoy. Not pictured: Coach Dee Flynn.

NC Quiz Bowl Team Qualifies for State
Earlier this spring, NC’s quiz bowl team won the conference meet and the 

ESU 7 district meet. By winning districts, the team qualified for the state 
competition at Holdrege on April 24. At state, the team won its first match 
before being eliminated after dropping the next two.

Elementary Students: Join us for Summer Sports Camps!

Noah Boersen 

Jake Twogood

Download registration forms at nebraskachristian.org/documents

1st-6th  
Basketball Camp 

May 29-31 • $25

3rd-6th  
Football Camp 

June 1 • $15

3rd-8th  
Volleyball Camp 

June 12-14 
$25 (3rd-6th) or $30 (7th-8th)

Editor's Note: In our last issue, we inadver-
tently mislabled gifts in memory of Alverta 
Johns from Larry & Virginia Cooper, David 
& Dawn Hanson, Don & Kayleen Riley, 
and Ed & Marilynn Ritta. We sincerely 
apologize for the error.

http://nebraskachristian.org/documents
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PHASE 2A

PHASE 2B

Make checks payable to Nebraska Christian Schools Foundation

Leaving a Legacy that Builds Lives for Eternity
by Jody Heuermann, NCS Foundation Executive Director

It is certainly true that God owns 
everything and His grace to-
wards us is abundant. John 3:16 
tells us, “God so loved the world 
that He gave…” It’s quite simple: 
love gives! God is the owner of 

everything that exists, all that we possess and ev-
erything we are is a gift from our Creator. If God 
owns everything, then He intends for His wealth 
to be applied in blessing other people and His 
work. How we use our blessing of money matters! 

We currently have approximately $336,000 in 
hand. Won’t you consider your part in giving 
a portion of the resources God has blessed you 
with to support Phase 2A of the Nebraska Chris-
tian Schools Next 50 Year Capital Campaign. 
This addresses the needs of having a State of the 
Art kitchen, dining hall, and ADA restrooms/
storm shelters. We currently have approximately 
$325,000 in hand for the project and are commit-
ted to completing this project debt free.

“For everyone to whom much is given,  
from him much will be required; and to whom much 
has been committed, of him they will ask the more.”  

Luke 12:48 NKJV
Leave Your Legacy—You can be part of the 

Next 50 Years at Nebraska Christian Schools. 
Your gift will touch the lives of the students for 
decades to come. Your legacy will live on with 
NC alumni as they continue to become leaders in 
their communities around the world.

Please consider partnering with us as we sup-
port and enhance the mission of Nebraska 
Christian Schools.

Phase 2 
New Kitchen, Commons Area & Gymnasium

Phase 2A $1.9 million

• State of the Art Kitchen

• Dining Hall with Seating for Over 200 

• ADA Restrooms / Storm Shelters

Phase 2B $4.1 million

• Collegiate Sized 94' Competition Gymnasium &  
Activity Center with Seating for Over 900

• Concession Stand for Activities & Fundraising

• Boys & Girls Locker Rooms 

• Athletic Training Room & Uniform Storage

• Athletic Storage Space

• Fine Arts/Programming Storage

• Entrance & Commons Area

• Exterior Remodel of Existing Gymnasium Building

• Expanded Parking Lot with Convenient Drop Off & Pick Up

Mail to:  
NCS Foundation, Phase 2A 

PO Box 222, Central City, NE 68826 

EIN: 45-1300291 
foundation@nebraskachristian.org 
nebraskachristian.org/foundation

Contact
Jody: 308.940.0249 / NC: 308.946.3836 

Jody Heuermann, Foundation Director 

The Exchange Bank of Grand Island is 
offering a $50,000 matching gift  
for Phase 2A of The Next 50 Years  

Capital Campaign.
This is a great opportunity to turn  

$50,000 into $100,000 for Phase 2A!

$50,000 Matching Gift
$0 $50,000

$31,250
$ 25,000

$18,750

$6,250 $43,750

$12,500 $37,500

$11,000 
Received 

22% complete

$39,000 Match  
Remaining

For:  Jon Baker
From: Don & Kayleen Riley
For: Laura Christensen
From:  Dennis & Shirley Brandt 

Dale & Shirley Brown 
Frank & Louise Cole 
Larry & Virginia Cooper 
Mary Denny 
Dorothy Glad 
Jennifer & Paul Hagen 
Earl & Beverly Hammond 
Gary & Cherlyn Haussermann 
Grace Jensen Family 
Stan & Bonnie Jensen 
Bill & Donna Kucera 
Ken & Emily McCray 
Ronald & Nelva McNeff 
Robert & Sharon Pulscher 
Don & Kayleen Riley 

Mildred Root 
Ed & Marilynn Ritta 
Larry & Denise Schreiber 
Marilyn Sonderup 
Steen & Rogene Stone 
Alvin Janet Wemhoff

For: Bob Knapp
From: Dave & Kathy Chase 

Dave & Ruth Ferris 
Gene & Sheryl Haddix 
Virgil & Nora Lindner 
Debra Phinney 
Bob & Susan Ritta 
Larry & Denise Schreiber 
Ken & Judy Taylor 
Richard & Elaine Wischmeier 
Scott & Patty Welk

For:  Jeff Hower
From:  Gordon & Jewell Deichmann 

Wendell & Nancy Faeh 
Dave & Ruth Ferris 
Dorothy Glad 
Bob & Susan Ritta 
Dorothy Ritta 
Eddra Ritta 
Larry & Denise Schreiber 
Don & Dianne Smith 
Ken & Judy Taylor 
Richard & Elaine Wischmeier

For:  Francelia Johnson
From:  Ed & Marilynn Ritta
For: Gladys Patton
From: Dave & Ruth Ferris
For:  Marlow Pedersen
From:  Betty Jones 

Don & Kayleen Riley
For: Marlin Rasmussen
From: Ken & Judy Taylor

For:  Ken Sawyer
From:  Ed & Marilynn Ritta
For:  Wanda Sonderup
From:  Larry & Denise Schreiber
During Go Big GIVE, donors were able to 
designate their gifts in honor or memory of 
someone. The NCS Foundation would like to 
acknowledge the following memorial gifts: 

For: Brian Swanson
From: Cole Price
For: Christopher Toukan
From: Sarah Armatys
For:  Grandma & Grandpa Schreiber
From: Anonymous Donor
For: Jeff Hower
From: Becky Ritta
In Honor of: Laura Carlson’s 

Graduation
From: Mr. & Mrs. Richard NelsonM

em
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s

mailto:foundation@nebraskachristian.org
http://nebraskachristian.org/foundation
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We are pleased to 
report that God has 
chosen to pour out 
His blessing on NC 
once again by mov-
ing in the hearts of 

many very generous donors to give 
to the Dinner and Benefit Auction. 
Preliminary figures are showing 
this year’s auction netting over 
$209,000. Over 500 items up for 
bid from more than 300 donors, as 
well as approximately 100 volun-
teers, contributed to the success of 
this event. 

Our Friday “Preview” Night was 
a big success. This evening was an 
opportune time to casually preview 
all the items, start the bidding, or 
even “guarantee” a purchase. It was 
also a perfect opportunity to take 
part in the auction if attending the 
Saturday night event was not pos-

sible. NC supporters were able to 
receive a bid number at no cost and 
bid on silent auction items or make 
a “guaranteed” purchase. 

Nearly 300 guests, including Lt. 
Governor Foley and his wife Susan, 
attended the Dinner and Benefit 
Auction on Saturday, March 23. 
Highlights of the evening included 
delicious food prepared by White-
foot Market from Boelus, Nebraska, 
and served by our gracious student 
servers; big band sounds of the 
Knights of Rhythm; and lively bid-
ding by our generous supporters. 
It was truly an evening of blessing 
from the Lord.

Twenty-five items were offered 
for sale on our Live Auction. Items 
that sparked aggressive bidding 
with our auctioneer Bruce Mc-
Dowell from McDowell Auction 
Services were the Salt Dogs Sky-

box for 20, Exclusive Husker Suite 
Experience, the Prairie Club Golf 
Package, the Lt. Governor Dinner, 
and the Muzzleloader Deer Hunt 
near Valentine, NE. The South Da-
kota Pheasant Hunt and the 14th 
Annual Festival of Lessons and 
Carols Celebration Evening each 
sold twice, adding even more ex-
citement and blessings to the Live 
Auction event.

The Scholarship Auction con-
tinues to be an avenue of giving 
that our donors are enthusiastic 
about. NC has a $100,000 line item 
in the budget for student scholar-
ships each year. Prior to the event, 
$28,000 of the $100,000 had been 
received in response to the mail-
ings. The Scholarship Live Auction 
bidding resulted in $70,434.66, 
bringing the total to $98,434.66! 
We are only $1,565.34 away from 

our goal, and we are looking to 
reach the goal very soon. All these 
funds will be used to provide a 
Christian education for students 
who might not otherwise have the 
financial means to attend Nebras-
ka Christian.

We are grateful to all who were 
able to donate an item, talent, or 
treasure in order to make this event 
successful. Please take a look at our 
donor list and make sure you thank 
these generous people and compa-
nies when you are doing business 
with them. 

The total profit made for the 
school through the benefit auc-
tion in the last 17 years has now 
passed $2.4 million! Please join us 
in thanking God once again for 
his amazing faithfulness to NC 
through the Dinner and Benefit 
Auction.

Dinner & Benefit Auction 2019 by Kristy Langemeier, Special Events Office

Corporate Table Sponsors:

Archer Credit Union, Archer, Central 
City, Dannebrog

Associated Staffing, Grand Island
Aurora Coop, Aurora
Auto Central, Grand Island, 

Lexington, & Kearney
Bill’s Volume Sales, Inc., Central City
Central City Mall, Central City
Griess Farms, Grand Island
Heuermann Family, Phillips
Kyle Berck Motorsports, Marquette
McHargue Builders, Central City
McHargue Enterprises, Central City
Rathman & Manning Construction, 

Chapman
Palser Service, Inc., Central City
Pinnacle Bank, Central City
Strobel Energy Group & Strobel 

Manufacturing, Inc., Clarks
Trinity Financial Group, Omaha
Twin Rivers Urgent Care, LLC, Grand 

Island

Donors & Patrons: 
Diamond — $1500 or more 

Berck, Gary & Lorie
Central City Mall, Central City
Cody’s Computer Repair, Central City 
Green, Matt & Mindi

Heuermann, Keith & Norma 
Hitchcock, Wes & Candace
Jack Struyk/Locton Companies, LLC., 

Omaha 
Krug, Norm & Sue 
Langemeier, Doug & Kristy 
Lt Governor Mike Foley & Susan 

Foley
Mundt, Dick & Carla
Northwestern Mutual, Darrin 

Brumbaugh 
Peterson, Linda
Quick, Cliff & Bonnie 
Ricketts Family, Omaha 
Rowse Hydraulic Rakes, Co., Inc., 

Burwell 
Schulze, Tim & Linda
Strobel Energy Group, Clarks
Strobel Manufacturing, Clarks
Strobel, Steve & Belinda 
Toukan, Mike & Laurel
Williams, Monte
Williams, Wayne & Mechelle

Gold — $1,000 to $1,499

Archer Credit Union
Associated Staffing Inc., Grand Island 
Aurora Coop, Aurora
Auto Central, Grand Island, Kearney, 

Lexington

Bill’s Volume Sales, Central City 
Cornerstone Bank, Aurora and 

Central City 
Eakes Office Solutions, Grand Island
Griess Farms, Grand Island
Haussermann, Gary & Cherlyn
Kyle Berck Motor Sport Racing, 

Marquette 
Malaika Foundation, Central City
McHargue Builders, Jordan 

McHargue 
McHargue Enterprises, Central City
Rathman & Manning Construction, 

Chapman 

The Auction Servers. NC junior Steph Strobel and senior Jake Twogood serve hors d’oeuvres to  
auction guest Todd Wheeler.

continued on pg. 6
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Palser Service, Central City 
Pinnacle Bank, Central City 
Trinity Financial Group, Omaha 
Twin Rivers Urgent Care LLC,  

Grand Island, North Platte, 
Seward, Hastings

Whitetail Weaponry, Central City

Silver — $500 to $999 

Brumbaugh, Phyllis
Citizens Bank & Trust
Computer Concepts, Grand Island 
Dee’s Catering, Mead 
Eihusen, DJ & Kathy
Hans Services LLC, Clarks
Horizons Without Bounds, LLC, Cairo
Hornady Manufacturing
Merrick County Health & Fitness
Morris, Steve & Leanne
Mundt, Chuck & Tara
Nebraska Game & Parks
Office Net, Columbus
Simmons, Andrew & Karrie
Stuhmer, Kerry & Janice
Swantek, Jason & Kelly
Wayne’s Cyclery, Grand Island 
Welk, Scott & Patty
Woods & Aiken, LLP, Lincoln

Bronze — $250 to $499

Amish Furniture Outlet, Grand Island
Arby’s, Grand Island 
Barista’s Coffee House, Grand Island
Bryan Merrick Medical Center
Catlett Real Estate and Insurance, 

Central City 
Central City Veterinary Clinic, 

Central City 
Central City Family Dental
Central Community College, Grand 

Island
Central True Value Hardware, 

Central City
Central Valley Ag, Aurora 
Chase, Dave & Kathy 
Cooper, Curtis & Joyce
Copycat Printing, Grand Island
Covenant Cedars, Hordville
Dieckmann, Tyler & Traci
Entz, Darrel & Joyce
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 

Grand Island 
Fehringer & Mielak, LLP
First National Insurance Agency, 

Fullerton
Hesselgesser, Joe
Juice Plus, Laura Nielson
Jones Dental Clinic, Aurora 
KBC Enterprises, Joshua Davis

Krug, Nathan & Christi 
Lauren Krug Photography, Central City 
Maranatha Bible Camp, Maxwell
McHargue, Mark & Judi
Mentink Family Farms, Stromsburg
Perfect Circle Irrigation, Central City
Positively You Boutique, Central City
Preferred Popcorn, Chapman
Primitive Chicks, Stromsburg
Qualset, Orv 
Ratliff, Tyson & Sarah
Reiter, Eldon
Shawn’s Auto Repair, Central City
Strobel, Dwight & Barbara 
Tiffany Curry’s Bling Boutique, Shelby
Todd Williams Fine Art 
Wheeler & Wheeler, Inc., Osceola

Friend of NC — $1 to $249

4th Street Coffee House, Stromsburg 
38th Street Coffee, Columbus 
Ace Hardware, Grand Island 
Agricultural Services Inc., Archer 
Allstar Auto Glass, Grand Island
AMK Supply LLC, Boelus
AutoZone, Grand Island
Aurora Mall, Aurora 
Barb’s Diner, Burwell 
Benson Family Dentistry, Grand 

Island
Big Apple Bagels, Grand Island 
Big Apple Fun Center, Kearney 
Big Red Treats, Grand Island
Blauhorn Law, Palmer
Born in the Barn Creations, Central 

City
Brown’s Shoe Fit Company, Grand 

Island 
Buckle, Kearney
Buffalo Wild Wings, Grand Island 
Buffet House, Grand Island 
Carlos O’Kelly’s, Grand Island 
Casey’s General Store, Inc. 
Central City Sportsman’s Club, 

Central City 
Chances “R” Restaurant, York 
Chicago Cubs
Chief Industries, Grand Island
City of Central City 
Coney Island Café, Grand Island 
Copycat Printing & Signs, Grand 

Island
Corner Drug, Central City 
Country Designs, Clarks 
Countryside Flowers, Central City 
Dairy Queen, Central City 
Deichmann, Becky
Deichmann, Gordon & Jewell
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Dockweiler, Thomas & Sherry 

Domino’s, Grand Island 
Dr. Daniel J Maas Dental, Fullerton 
Dry Creek Western Wear, Burwell
Economy Hometown Market, 

Stromsburg 
Eileen’s Cookies, Grand Island
El Agave, Central City
El Toro Mexican Restaurant, Grand 

Island 
Embellish Salon, Christi Loy, Central 

City 
Escape Aurora, Aurora
Eustis Body Shop, Grand Island
Eyecare Associates, Central City
Family Eyecare Center, Grand Island 
Fat Pants Seasoning, Central City
Feddersen, Scott & Anna
Filian, Norbert & Kirsten
Firehouse Subs, Grand Island
Five Guys, Lincoln
Five Points Bank, Grand Island
Flesch, Russell & Deb
Freddy’s Frozen Custard & 

Steakburgers, Grand Island 
Fruit, Grand Island
Fuji Japanese Steak House, Grand 

Island
Full Bloom Floral, Central City
Full Spectrum Solutions
Garland Acres Coffee Roasters, 

Central City
Gate 25, Lincoln
Gemar, Bob & Joanne
Gerdes, Larry & Mary Ann
Giowoyna, Susan
Graf, Bill & Sandy
Graves, Eben & Susan
Green Line, Central City
Hampton Enterprises, Lincoln
Hansen International, Grand Island
Heartland Jewelry, Aurora 
Heins, Jeanette
Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha
HobbyTown, USA, Grand Island
Home Federal Bank, Grand Island 
Holtorf, Kent & Diana
Howard’s Jewelry, Grand Island
Hunan’s, Grand Island
HyVee, Columbus 
HyVee, Grand Island 
Iverson Chiropractic Clinic, Grand 

Island 
Jorgensen, David & Donna
Juice Stop, Grand Island
Kansas City Royals, KC
Kerry’s Restaurant & Catering, 

McCool Junction 
Knapp, Robert & Kathy
Kuntz, Gil & Mary
Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha, NE

Lenscrafters, Grand Island 
Lied Lodge & Conference Center at 

Arbor Day Farm 
Lincoln Children’s Museum, Lincoln
Lincoln Manor, Central City 
Lippstreu, Mary
LT Custom Clubs, Hastings
Majestic Treasures, Grand Island
Mankin, Kathryn
Massage Central, Central City 
McDonald’s, Aurora
Misty’s, Lincoln 
Miotke, Doug & Christina
Mom & Paup Family Restaurant, 

Central City 
Napoli’s Italian Restaurant, Grand 

Island
Nebraska’s Big Rodeo, Burwell
Nebraska Raceway Park, Omaha
Nelson’s Furniture, Grand Island 
Noodle House, Grand Island 
Norwex, Laurel Toukan
Norwex, Susie Evans
Odyssey, Hastings
Omaha Storm Chasers Baseball
O’Reilly Auto Parts, Central City 
O’Reilly Auto Parts, Grand Island 
Pampered Chef, Kristi Twiss, 

consultant
Paradise Donuts, Grand Island
Patchwork Farm Silverworks, 

Stromsburg
Perkins, Grand Island 
Peters, Doug & Lori
Pizza Hut, Central City 
Pizza Palace, Burwell
Pizza Ranch, Columbus
Pizza Ranch, Grand Island 
Plainsman Museum, Aurora 
Poppen, John & Kris
Pueblo Viejo, Aurora
Prairie Creek Vineyards, Central 

City
RBR Graphics, Central City
Ramada, Kearney 
Rath’s Café, Aurora
Red Lobster, Grand Island 
Rodan + Fields, Anita Ruybalid, 

consultant
Rodan + Fields, Lisa Senkbile, 

consultant 
Ron’s Music, Grand Island 
Roses for You, Grand Island 
Ross Realty, Central City
Runza, Central City
Runza, Grand Island 
Rustic Lux Designs, Columbus
Rutten, George & Paula
Sack Lumber, Aurora 
Sack Lumber, Central City 

Salsarita’s, Lincoln
Sam’s Club, Grand Island 
Sandstone Grill, Burwell 
Sapp Bros., Columbus
Scarecrow Patch, St. Libory 
Scheels, Lincoln 
Schreiber, Larry & Denise
Side Street Deli, Central City
Skate Island, Grand Island
Sky Zone, Omaha
Smith Welding Shop, St. Paul 
Smokin’ Dan’s BBQ, Central City 
Spring City, Grand Island
Starbucks Coffee, Grand Island 
State Farm Insurance, Central City 
State Theater, Central City 
Solt-Wagner Funeral Home, Central 

City
Stoltenberg Irrigation Inc., Cairo
Stuhmer, Travis & Kim 
Stuhr Museum, Grand Island 
Subway, Central City 
Super Saver, Columbus
Super Saver, Grand Island 
Susan’s Books and Gifts, Aurora 
T.O. Haas Tire, Aurora 
T.O. Haas Tire, Central City 
Taco John’s, Central City 
Texas Roadhouse, Grand Island
The Amazing Pizza Machine, Omaha 
The Archway, Kearney
The Edgerton Explorit Center, Aurora 
The Farwell Arms Bed & Breakfast, 

Farwell 
The Fort, Columbus 
The Happy Brush, Grand Island
The Hub, Burwell 
The Wishing Well, Central City 
Thirty-One, Vicky Krieger, consultant 
Tokens ’n Treasures, Marilyn Heins 
Tommy’s Restaurant, Grand Island
Touch of Health Therapeutic 

Massage, Aurora 
Trav’s U-Save, Central City
TriJuvenate Center for Wellness, 

Anna McHargue 
Twogood, Ryan & Rachel
Underdog Designing & Drawing
Usborne Books, Laurie Zanger, 

consultant 
Valentino’s, Grand Island 
Verizon, Central City 
Waffles-N-More, Central City
Wal-Mart, South Locust, Grand Island
Wal-Mart, Diers Ave., Grand Island 
Wal-Mart, Kearney
Wasabi Bistro, Grand Island 
Wegner Monument, Central City 
Widman Cinema, Central City 
Zanger, Larry & Bonnie

Donors, continued from pg. 5
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Jeff Hower (’88)
Jeff Hower began attending NC as a high school sophomore, 
graduating in 1988. With his wife Daurice (Pizzolato ’87), he 
returned to NC as a dorm parent in 1996. Throughout the years, 
he served at NC in a variety of capacities: as dorm parent or 
dorm director from 1996-2007, as football coach from 1997-2001, 
and as English/Spanish/Drama teacher from 2011-2013. 

Jeffry “Jeff” S. Hower, 48, of Grand 
Island went to his Heavenly home, 
Wednesday, April 10, 2019, at CHI 
Health-St. Francis.

Celebration of life services were 
held at the Berean Bible Church in 
Grand Island with Pastor Jim Reyn-
olds officiating. Burial of ashes was 
in the Elmwood Cemetery in St. 
Paul, Nebraska.

Jeff was born on May 24, 1970, to 
parents Larry and Jayme (Johnson) 
Hower in Honduras.

Jeff spent much of his childhood 
in Puebla, Mexico, while his parents 
served as missionaries. He came to 
the United States as a sophomore to 
attend Nebraska Christian Schools 
in Central City, Nebraska. He then 
graduated from NC in 1988.

On December 23, 1989, Jeff mar-
ried his high school sweetheart, 
Daurice Pizzolato (’87). They made 
their home in Kearney, Central City, 
and, most recently, Grand Island.

Jeff was the Education Program 
Officer for the Grand Island Com-
munity Foundation. In the past, he 
taught English and was a principal 

at Grand Island Senior High. He 
worked at Herk’s Welding in Cen-
tral City and served as the youth 
pastor for two local churches. Jeff 
and Daurice were dorm parents at 
NC for 8 years, and Jeff taught Eng-
lish and Spanish as well as coached 
football. For 10 years, Jeff photo-
graphed and wrote the front page 
news for the Central City Republi-
can-Nonpareil. His weekly column, 
“I’m Just Sayin,’” was read and loved 
by many.

Jeff’s faith has been the corner-
stone of his life. At 5 years old, Jeff 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord 
and Savior. He was a member of 
the Berean Bible Church where he 
served as an elder, a Sunday School 
teacher, and a member of the wor-
ship team. Jeff also worked with 
Iglesia El Shaddai in Hastings and 
spent Sunday afternoons teaching 
English for the GI Literacy Council. 
One of Jeff’s greatest loves was to 
read and write. He co-authored two 
historical books with Tom Kruger 
celebrating Nebraska heritage.

His memory will be cherished by 

Greyson James Stretch
son of Rob (’03) & Carissa (Sch-
weitzer ’03) Stretch

Greyson James was born March 
5th, 2019. He weighed 7 lbs, 3 oz and 
was 18 1/4 inches long. Big brothers 
Breckstyn (age 9), Logan (age 6), and 
Taven (age 3) are all very excited to 
have a new baby brother.  

10 years ago (’09)

• The 50th NC graduating class 
walks the stage. 27 students 
graduate. Stephanie Ritta (’09) 
and Rebecca Woods (’09) are 
class speakers.

• At state speech, NC’s duet 
(Janae Landrigan [’10] and Levi 
Landrigan [’12]) places 5th, 
and the OID (Janelle Bailey 
[’10], Audra Faeh [’09], Darren 
Holzinger [’09], Abbie Krug [’10], 
and Shannon Rodehorst [’10]) 
places 4th.

20 years ago (’99)

• NC’s largest senior class 
graduates with 41 members. 
Melody Johnson (’99) is 
valedictorian, and Becky Ritta 
(’99) is salutatorian.

• Jeff (’88) & Daurice (Pizzolato 
’87) receive the Alumni of the 
Year award at the Advance 
Dinner.

30 years ago (’89)

• Twenty students make up 
the 30th graduating class of 
Nebraska Christian. Joanna 
Schmidt (’89) is valedictorian; 
Dorothy Jordan (’89) and 
Jennie Pizzolato (’89) are co-
salutatorians.

• Dennis Fling (’89) is selected to 
the Sertoma Eight-Man All-Star 
game.

40 years ago (’79)

• 27 seniors graduate. Deborah 
Buller (’79) and Denise Buller 
(’79) are are co-valedictorians.

• 275 people attend the Christian 
Education Advance Dinner in 
late March. Several students, 
alumni, parents, and staff 
members speak about the 
impact NC has had on their 
lives.

50 years ago (’69)

• NC’s 20th class graduates with 
26 members. Robert Ritta (’69) is 
valedictorian.

NC Almanac

NC Flashback
Students from the ‘90s, ‘00s, and early ‘10s will recognize these 
teachers pictured at the 2009 Junior-Senior Banquet.  
Correctly identify them, and you could win a prize.  
Send your guesses to advance@nebraskachristian.org

From  the Last Issue:  
The girls serving at the 2nd 

Annual Dinner & Benefit 
Auction are Kristi Johnson 

(‘05) and Valerie Ritta (‘05). 
Congratulations to Holly (Murphy 

‘06) Oswald! Her name was 
drawn from all of the correct 

entrants, so she wins our prize.

his wife, Daurice; children Alexis 
(Hower ’16) & Dillon (’16) Rose and 
Seth Hower; parents; grandmother, 
Paula Johnson; siblings Jody (’90) 
& Abril Hower, Lori (Hower ’91) 
& Sean Hannon, Todd (’96) & Mi-
chelle Hower, and Brock (’98) & 
Heather Hower; mother-in-law 
Grace (Jim) Nordlund; along with 
numerous sisters and brothers-in-
law, nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
friends.

Jeff was preceded in death by his 
infant child, Tobi; and grandpar-
ents Everett and Hilda Hower and 
Vernon Johnson.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are 
suggested to the family to be desig-
nated at a later date.

Alumni News

mailto:advance@nebraskachristian.org
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Save the Date for Homecoming: September 13 & 14, 2019
Celebrating 60 Years of Nebraska Christian!  

Plan to join us for our 60-year celebration! Details to come. 


